Oil Painting - Materials List

Please be sure to have all materials on the first day of class

Paint – The following are required colors for class, additional colours will be added you progresses.  Please do not purchase any colour that is labeled as a “hue”, or e.g.  Cadmium Red Hue – the colour is completely different from what you need.  

· Flake White or Titanium White or a tube of Permalba brand white.

· Naples Yellow

· Yellow Ochre

· Venetian Red 

· Cadmium Yellow Light

· Cadmium Red  or Cadmium Red Light

· Ultramarine Blue

· Raw Umber

· Ivory Black 

Brushes – Robert Simmon's, Signet Series, Hog Bristle (excellent quality, highly recommended) Princeton Brand hog bristles are also very good, and much less expensive.  You may bring additional brushes if you have them but the following are necessary for class:  

· Two #2 Filberts

· Two # 4 Filberts

· Two #6 Filberts

· One #6 Flat

· Odorless Turpentine - Gamsol or Turpenoid is recommended.  “Natural” citrus based Turpeniod (in the green can) is not suitable for painting and is a rather poor brush cleaner.

· Medium - Liquin or refined linseed oil.  Please do not purchase any “alkyd” based medium, it dries much too fast.    

· Palette - Glass , clear Plexiglas or wood palettes only.  Please, no disposable palettes or white plastic palettes.  

· Canvass / Supports -   You may choose from: Art Alternatives brand pre-stretched canvass or  Amperstand Gesso boards (already primed)   Please, no Fredrix brand canvass panels - the surface is too rough and blending will be extremely difficult.   8 x 10 size is recommended for the first few classes.

· Palette Knife - 1 - “trowel shaped”

· Palette cups – 2 - one for turpentine and one for medium

· Paper Towels

· Q-Tips -   know, sounds crazy, but you will need these for helping with the initial drawing on your canvas. 

· Hand held mirror – about 4 x 6 is a good size

· Ruler 

A Note on Materials

A few of the items required may cost slightly more than other brands or items you want to purchase.  However, the quality of materials you use will have a very significant impact on how easy or difficult you find it to paint and the overall quality of your work.  

There are a several oil painting “kits” out there that come with paints, brushes, etc.  Please do not purchase one of these kits for this class.

All materials are available at Phoenix Art Supply (formerly Mixed Media of Doylestown).  The staff is wonderful and will be glad to help you find what you need.  They are very familiar with what I require for class, you are welcome to bring this list when shopping there.  

Brushes:  Paint brushes come with sizing on them to keep the bristles in shape, that is why they are so stiff.  The sizing needs to be removed before painting (do this before class).  Simply run the brush under warm water, and gently rub the brushes to get off the sizing.  Lay flat to dry.  

Caring for your brushes

After using brushes, wipe down well with a paper town to remove as much paint as possible.  Give them several swishes in turpentine, wiping off excess with paper towel.  It is a good idea, especially if you use Liquin, to wash your brushes in warm soapy water to get out all paint and medium, even after cleaning them with turpentine.  I have found Murphy's Oil Soap particularly good for bristle brushes as it removes every last bit of muck and keeps bristles soft.  

